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Dr João Nunes 

 

Departamento de Relaciones Internacionales, Universidad Pontificia Comillas, Spain  

 

2016-2017  Postgraduate Certificate of Academic Practice, University of York. 

2006-2010 PhD in International Politics, Department of International Politics, Aberystwyth 

University. 

2003-2004  MScEcon (Distinction) in Security Studies, Department of International Politics, 

Aberystwyth University. 

1999-2003  BA (Distinction) in Political Science and International Relations, Faculty of Social 

and Human Sciences, New University of Lisbon. 

 

Professional experience 

2018-2023 Senior Lecturer in International Relations, Department of Politics, University of 

York, UK. 

2015-2018 Lecturer in International Relations, Department of Politics, University of York, UK. 

 

Leadership 

2025 – present   Editorial Board, Revista “Relações Internacionais”, Portuguese Institute of 

International Relations. 

2023 – present   Editor, Security Dialogue (Impact Factor: 3.279 / 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.921). 

2022-2023  Director of Postgraduate Taught Programmes, Department of Politics, University 

of York. 

2019-2022  Co-Director, Centre for Global Health Histories / World Health Organization 

Collaborating Centre, University of York. 

2019-2021  Director of Postgraduate Research, Department of Politics, University of York. 

2016-2019  Co-convenor, Global Health Working Group, British International Studies 

Association. 

2016-2017  Programme Leader (undergraduate programmes), Department of Politics, 

University of York. 

2016-2017    Convenor, MA International Relations, Department of Politics, University of York.  

2014-2017  Convenor, International Politics Research Cluster, Department of Politics, 

University of York. 
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Fellowships and visiting positions 

2023 - present Docente Colaborador (Collaborating Professor), Institute of Collective Health, 

Federal University of Bahia, Brazil. 

2022 Visiting Professor, Institute of Collective Health, Federal University of Bahia, Brazil. 

2021-2022  Fellow, Centre for Applied Human Rights, University of York. 

2018 – present  Visiting Professor and PhD Supervisor, Faculty of Public Health, University 

of São Paulo, Brazil. 

2017 – present  Fellow, UK Higher Education Academy. 

2012-2015  Leverhulme Trust Early Career Fellowship, Politics and International Studies, 

University of Warwick; Department of Politics, University of York. 

2011-2012  Economic and Social Research Council Postdoctoral Fellowship, Politics and 

International Studies, University of Warwick. 

2010  Visiting Research Fellowship (stipendiary), Centre for Globalization and Development, 

Gothenburg University. 

2006-2009  European Commission Marie Curie Doctoral Fellowship and Economic and 

Social Research Council PhD Studentship, Department of International Politics, Aberystwyth 

University. 

 

Grants 

2023  University of York Internally-Distributed Fund (Co-Investigator; £23455): The Politics 

of Disease Framing: Surviving and Overcoming Neglect. 

2021 Economic and Social Research Council Impact Accelerator Account (Principal 

Investigator; £21122): Using international human rights mechanisms to highlight the intersection 

of racial, disability and gender discrimination in Brazil during health emergencies. 

2019 Higher Education Innovation Fund (Principal Investigator; £9165): Strategic planning 

and innovation for WHO Global Health Histories Seminars. 

2018 Economic and Social Research Council Impact Accelerator Account (Principal 

Investigator; £22200): Developing the capacity and enhancing the public health impact of 

community health workers in Brazil: Co-production of knowledge with civil society to address 

women’s health 

2018  Economic and Social Research Council Impact Accelerator Account (Principal 

Investigator; £7335): The aftermath of the Zika epidemic in Brazil: Addressing neglect in 

partnership with women’s social movements. 

2017 British Council Newton Fund Institutional Links (UK Principal Investigator; £20980): 

Women's social movements and the response to Zika and microcephaly in Brazil: Addressing 

neglect through community-centred approaches. 

2016 Economic and Social Research Council Impact Accelerator Account (Principal 

Investigator; £19750): Developing the capacity and enhancing the public health impact of 
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community health workers in Brazil. 

2016 Global Challenges Research Fund (Co-Investigator; £159184.28) Building resilience 

along the Colombian Caribbean coast in the face of sudden and slow-onset environmental 

hazards.  

2015 Wellcome Trust Seed Award in Humanities and Social Science (Principal Investigator; 

£49016): Community Health Workers in Brazil and the Global Movement for Universal Health 

Coverage. 

2015 British Academy Newton Fund Mobility Grant (UK Principal Investigator; £9650): 

Compulsory Licensing of Antiretrovirals in Brazil: Lessons for Global Health Governance. 

2013 Warwick Brazil Partnership Fund (Co-Investigator; £3714): The Brazilian Discourse of 

Food Security and the Remaking of World Politics.  

2012 Warwick Brazil Partnership Fund and Food Security Global Research Priority (Co-

Investigator; £5750) The Brazilian Discourse of Food Security and the Remaking of World 

Politics.  

 

Publications 

Articles (peer-reviewed) 

 

Nunes, J. (2023). Rewriting global health. Saúde & Sociedade, 32(3), 

https://doi.org/10.1590/S0104-12902023230316en.  

di Giulio, G., Nunes, J., Mendes, I. & Campos, F. (2023). Risk governance in the response to 

global health emergencies: Understanding the governance of chaos in Brazil’s handling of the 

Covid-19 pandemic, Health Policy & Planning, 38(5), https://doi.org/10.1093/heapol/czad016. 

Nunes, J. & Brito, C. (2023). A vida cotidiana do neoliberalismo: Os cuidados de saúde à 

população em situação de rua no Rio de Janeiro [The everyday life of neoliberalism: The 

provision of healthcare for unhoused people in Rio de Janeiro]. Physis: Revista de Saúde 

Coletiva, 33 https://doi.org/10.1590/S0103-7331202333030.  

Viegas, L., Ventura, D., & Nunes, J. (2022). Uma leitura crítica das emergências em saúde 

global: o caso da epidemia de Zika de 2016 [A critical approach to global health emergencies: 

the case of the 2016 Zika epidemic]. Ciência & Saúde Coletiva, 27(11) 

https://doi.org/10.1590/1413-812320222711.06852022.  

Nunes, J. & Lotta, G. (2022). Are community health programmes always benign? Community 

health worker perceptions and the social construction of users in Brazil’s primary healthcare 

policy. Global Public Health, doi:10.1080/17441692.2022.2043923.  

Lotta, G., Nunes, J., Fernandez, M., & Correa, M. G. (2022). The impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic in the frontline health workforce: Perceptions of vulnerability of Brazil’s community 

health workers. Health Policy OPEN, 100065, doi:10.1016/j.hpopen.2021.100065.  

di Giulio, G., Alves Waldman, E., Nunes, J, Marchiori Buss, P., Jaime, P., Campelo, T., Ribeiro, 

H. (2021). Global Health and Planetary Health: Perspectives for a transition to a more 
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sustainable world post COVID-19. Ciência & Saúde Coletiva, 26 (10), doi:10.1590/1413-

812320212610.14332021   

Lotta, G. and Nunes, J. (2021). COVID-19 and health promotion in Brazil: Community health 

workers between vulnerability and resistance. Global Health Promotion, 

doi:10.1177/17579759211012375.  

Ferreira, R., Nogueira, M, Paulo, G., Nunes, J., Valle, D., Pimenta, D (2021). The impact of 

Zika in Minas Gerais, Brazil: epidemiological profile and spatial diffusion of the disease, 2015-

2019. Revista Saúde (Sta. Maria), 47, doi:10.5902/223658356918.  

Ventura, D. D. F. L., Ribeiro, H., Giulio, G. M. D., Jaime, P. C., Nunes, J., Bógus, C. M., ... & 

Waldman, E. A. (2020). Desafios da pandemia de COVID-19: por uma agenda brasileira de 

pesquisa em saúde global e sustentabilidade [Challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic: towards 

a Brazilian research agenda on global health and sustainability]. Cadernos de Saúde 

Pública, 36, e00040620, doi:10.1590/0102-311X00040620 .  

Wenham, C., Nunes, J., Matta, G., Nogueira, C., Valente, P., & Pimenta, D. (2019). ‘Gender 

mainstreaming as a pathway for sustainable arbovirus control in Latin America?’. PLoS 

Neglected Tropical Diseases, 14(2): e0007954, doi:10.1371/journal.pntd.0007954.  

Nunes, J. (2019). ‘The everyday political economy of health: Community health workers and the 

response to the 2015 Zika outbreak in Brazil’, Review of International Political Economy, 27(1): 

146-166, doi:10.1080/09692290.2019.1625800.  

Nunes, J. and Lotta, G. (2019). ‘Discretion, power and the reproduction of inequality in health 

policy implementation: The case of Brazil’s community health workers’, Social Science & 

Medicine, 242: 112551, doi:10.1016/j.socscimed.2019.112551.  

Medcalf, A. and Nunes, J. (2018). ‘Visualizing primary health care: World Health Organization 

representations of community health workers, 1970-1989’, Medical History 62(4): 401-424, 

doi:10.1017/mdh.2018.40.  

Nunes, J. and Pimenta, D. (2016). ‘A epidemia de Zika e os limites da saúde global’ [The Zika 

epidemic and the limits of global health]. Lua Nova: Revista de Cultura e Política 98: 21-46, 

doi:10.1590/0102-6445021-046/98.  

Nunes, J. (2016). ‘Ebola and the production of neglect in global health,’ Third World Quarterly 

37(3): 542-556, doi:10.1080/01436597.2015.1124724. 

Richardson, B. and Nunes, J. (2015). ‘What can security do for food? Lessons from Brazil,’ 

Contemporary Politics 21(1): 70-85, doi:10.1080/13569775.2014.993909. 

Nunes J. (2014). ‘Questioning health security: Insecurity and domination in world politics,’ 

Review of International Studies 40(5): 939-960, doi:10.1017/S0260210514000357. 

Nunes, J. (2012). ‘Reclaiming the Political: Emancipation and Critique in Security Studies,’ 

Security Dialogue 43(4): 345-361, doi:10.1177/0967010612450747. 

 

 

Articles (commissioned) 
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Nunes, J. (2022). ‘Neglect and Resistance in Brazil’s Pandemic’. Current History, 121(832), 50-

56, doi:10.1525/curh.2022.121.832.50. 

Nunes, J. (2020). ‘The COVID-19 pandemic: securitization, neoliberal crisis, and global 

vulnerabilization’. Cadernos de Saúde Pública, 36, e00063120, doi:10.1590/0102-

311X00063120.  

 

 

Books 

 

Nunes, J. & Curzel, R. (Eds.) (2017). Patentes e o acesso a antirretrovirais no Brasil: O desafio 

do licenciamento compulsório [Patents and access to antirretrovirals in Brazil: The challenge of 

compulsory licensing]. Curitiba: Appris. 

Nunes, J. (2013). Security, Emancipation and the Politics of Health: A New Theoretical 

Perspective, Abingdon: Routledge, doi:10.4324/9781315887425. 

Brincat, S., Lima, L., & Nunes, J. (Eds.) (2012). Critical theory in international relations and 

security studies: interviews and reflections. Abingdon: Routledge. 

 

 

Chapters 

 

Nunes, J. (2024). ‘Health Security’ in N. Rossi and M. Niemann (eds) International Security: An 

Applied Introduction. London: SAGE Publishing. 

Nunes, J. (2023). Escrever saúde global [Writing global health] in G. Di Giulio, D.F.L. Ventura 

and H. Ribeiro (eds) As múltiplas dimensões da crise de Covid-19: perspectivas críticas da 

Saúde Global e Sustentabilidade. São Paulo: Faculdade de Saúde Pública da USP. 

Nunes, J. (2021). ‘A crítica da saúde global: Negligência, economia política e dominação na 

vida quotidiana’ [The critique of global health: Neglect, political economy and domination in 

everyday life] in J.M. Pureza and M. Farias Ferreira (eds) Emancipar o Mundo: Teoria Crítica e 

Relações Internacionais. Coimbra: Almedina. 

Nunes, J. (2020). ‘Emancipation in critical security studies: political economy, domination and 

the everyday’ in S. Roach (ed) Handbook of Critical International Relations. London: Edward 

Elgar. Publishing. 

Nunes, J. (2018). ‘Neglect in Global Health’ in R. Parker and García, J. (eds) Routledge 

Handbook on the Politics of Global Health, Abingdon: Routledge.  

Nunes, J. (2018). ‘Critical Security Studies and Global Health’ in C. McInnes, K. Lee and J. 

Youde (eds) The Oxford Handbook of Global Health Politics, Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Nunes, J. (2017). ‘Doctors Against Borders: Médecins Sans Frontières and Global Health 

Security’ in M. Hofman and S. Au (eds) The Politics of Fear: Médecins Sans Frontières and the 

West African Ebola Epidemic, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
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          French translation: Nunes, J. (2017). ‘Médecins “contre” frontières: Médecins Sans 

Frontières et la Sécurité Sanitaire Mondiale’ in M. Hofman and S. Au (eds) La Politique de la 

Peur: Médecins Sans Frontières et L'épidemie d'Ebola. Renaissance du Livre.  

Nunes, J. (2016). ‘Security, emancipation and the ethics of vulnerability’ in J. Nyman and A. 

Burke (eds) Ethical Security Studies: A New Research Agenda, Abingdon: Routledge. 

Nunes, J. (2015). ‘Emancipation and the reality of security’ in T. Balzacq (ed) Contesting 

Security: Strategies and Logics, Abingdon: Routledge.  

Nunes, J. (2014). ‘The politics of health security’ in S. Rushton and J. Youde (eds) The 

Routledge Handbook of Global Health Security, Abingdon: Routledge. 

Basu, S. and Nunes, J. (2012). ‘Security as emancipation’ in L. J. Shepherd (ed) Critical 

Approaches to Security: An Introduction to Theories and Methods, Abingdon: Routledge. 

 

 

Other publications 

 

Nunes, J. (2024). Ainda a Saúde Global. Anais do Instituto de Higiene e Medicina Tropical, 

23(1), 19-22,  https://doi.org/10.25761/anaisihmt.472.  

Nunes, J. (2023). Brasil: Que golpismo é este? Público, 9 January 2023. 

Nunes, J. (2022). Brasil ódio e esperança. Público, 23 October 2022. 

Di Giulio, G. & Nunes, J. (2022). 2022: entre marcos e crises, a urgência de ações 

transformadoras. Jornal da Universidade de São Paulo, 11 July 2022.  

Lotta, G., Wenham, C., Nunes, J., & Pimenta, D. N. (2020). Community health workers reveal 

COVID-19 disaster in Brazil. Lancet, 396(10248), 365–366, doi:10.1016/S0140-6736(20)31521-

X. 

Nunes, J., Ventura, D. & Lotta, G. (2020). ‘Brazil: Jair Bolsonaro’s strategy of chaos hinders 

coronavirus response’. The Conversation.  

Basu, S., & Nunes, J. (2020). Health Crises and the United Nations: What Does It Mean for 

Global Health?. Strategic Analysis, 44(5), 420-428, doi:10.1080/09700161.2020.1824454. 

Nunes, J. (2018). ‘Reconsidering the peripheral in global health’, História, Ciências, Saúde-

Manguinhos 25(1): 281-283,  doi:10.1590/S0104-59702018000100016.  

Nunes, J. (2017). ‘Segurança sanitária sustentável: da comunidade ao planeta’ [Sustainable 

health security: from the community to the planet], Saúde ao Sul, Instituto Suramericano de 

Gobierno en Salud (ISAGS), August, p.5. 

Nunes, J. (2016). ‘Zika: What Brazil is doing to tackle the virus’, The Conversation.  

Nunes, J. and Peña, A. (2015). ‘Marina Silva and the rise of sustainability in Brazil,’ 

Environmental Politics 24(3), pp. 506-511, doi:10.1080/09644016.2015.1008682. 

Kamradt-Scott, A., Harman, S., Nunes, J., Roemer-Mahler, A., & Wenham, C. (2015). WHO 
must remain a strong global health leader post Ebola. Lancet, 385(9963), 111, 
doi:10.1016/S0140-6736(15)60012-5. 
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Teaching 

Universidad Pontificia Comillas 

 

2024-2025     New Threats to Security (postgraduate core); Análisis en Política Internacional 

(undergraduate core); Principios y Políticas de Seguridad Internacional (undergraduate core). 

2023-2024     Análisis en Política Internacional (undergraduate core); Principios y Políticas de 

Seguridad Internacional (undergraduate core). 

 

University of York 

 

2023-2024     International Relations Theory and Planet Politics (undergraduate core). 

2022-2023    Politics of Health Emergencies: Security, Vulnerability and Neglect (MA option); 

Critical Global Security Studies (undergraduate option). 

2021-2022  Political Research and Analysis (PhD core); Politics of Health Emergencies: 

Security, Vulnerability and Neglect (MA option). 

2020-2021  Political Research and Analysis (PhD core); Critical Global Security Studies 

(undergraduate option); Health and World Politics (undergraduate option). 

2019-2020  Political Research and Analysis (PhD core); Health and World Politics 
(undergraduate option). 

2016-2019  Theories of International Relations (undergraduate core). 

2015-2016  Theories of International Relations (undergraduate core); Health and World Politics 
(undergraduate option). 

2014- 2015  Theories and Perspectives in International Relations (undergraduate core). 
 

 

University of São Paulo, Brazil 

 

2018 – present  Segurança e Saúde Global [Security and Global Health] (PhD and MA option). 
 

 

Federal University of Bahia, Brazil 

 

2022  Introdução à Saúde Global [Introduction to Global Health] (PhD and MA option). 
 

 

University of Warwick 

 

2013-2014  New Security Challenges (MA option). 

2012-2013  New Security Challenges (MA option); Themes and Issues in International Relations 

(MA core). 

2011-2012  Theories of International Relations (undergraduate core). 

 

mailto:jnunes@comillas.edu


jnunes@comillas.edu 

8 

 

Doctoral supervision & postdoctoral mentorship 

University of York 

 

2021-2022  Hosting and mentorship of visiting postdoctoral researcher Dr Gabriela Di Giulio 

(University of São Paulo), funded by Coordenação de Aperfeiçoamento de Pessoal de Nível 

Superior (CAPES), Brazil. 

2014 – 2023  12 PhD supervisions. 

 

 

University of São Paulo, Brazil 

 

2018 – present  5 PhD supervisions: 2 ongoing; 3 successfully completed. 

 

Research impact 

2021-2023  Using international human rights mechanisms to highlight the intersection of racial, 

disability and gender discrimination in Brazil during health emergencies. 

2018-2023  Territory and health in quilombola communities in the São Francisco river basin, 
Minas Gerais, Brazil. 
 

 

Submitted to Research Excellence Framework 2021 

 

2016-2019  Delivering dignity after a health crisis: Zika and empowerment of health practices in 

Brazil. 

 

Languages 

Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) self-assessment: 

 

Portuguese (Native): C2 (Understanding, Speaking and Writing). 

English: C2 (Understanding, Speaking and Writing). 

Spanish: C2 (Understanding); C1 (Speaking and Writing). 

French: B2 (Understanding); B1 (Speaking and Writing). 

German: B1 (Understanding, Speaking and Writing) 
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